history's least venal and most gracious underdogs, he was also an absolutely first-rate naturalist who combined a capacity for meticulous collection with a highly creative mind. Nor, several excerpts indicate, should Wallace's devotion to spiritualism be seen as a scientific apostate's flight from reason. After all, if his essays on the subject do betray a certain naivety, they also bristle with genuinely cogent reasoning. Furthermore, this collection demonstrates that Wallace was never quite the retiring personality some have assumed. On the contrary, he aired his profoundly heterodox views on religion, the role of the state, the malign effects of capitalism, land ownership, and the rights and wrongs of vaccination without apology, without fear of censure and, in many instances, without even basic tact. Alfred Russel Wallace was a well-meaning dogmatist.
Accordingly, Berry has little truck with the view that Wallace was robbed of the posthumous status he deserved because of his humble social roots or an overly pliant nature. He argues convincingly that Wallace forfeited a position among the very front rank of scientific heroes largely because he backed too many causes that were widely deemed thoroughly impracticable or that were later revealed to be specious, if not downright fraudulent. In addition, Berry is surely correct in attributing Wallace's inability to remain at the heart of Victorian science to a combination of social awkwardness and his "zealotry" in expressing opinions. Moreover, although Berry does not pursue this theme, it also seems that at a subconscious level Wallace did much to alienate himself from the inner circle of Victorian life science. Avowedly awkward in company, having neither the quick wit of Thomas Huxley nor the urbanity ofJoseph D Hooker, one suspects that he had a temperamental preference for the more forgiving social climes afforded by the fringes of politics and science.
Over all, a three-dimensional Wallace comes into view from Berry's anthology and commentary. We see a man of considerable ability and charm who deserves greater recognition and fuller study. But for all the consistency of his scientific and political worldviews, one also discerns a complex character with a very human share of contradictions: a man of the people who could hardly tolerate the company of "commonplace people", an anti-capitalist who repeatedly speculated (albeit unsuccessfully) on the stock exchange, and a man unafraid to take on powerful foes yet who seems to have felt undeserving of a position among the scientific elite. It would probably be wrong to seek a complete resolution of these and other paradoxes, and one of the merits ofBerry's collection is that the complexity of Wallace's outlook is not effaced by the attempt to force it into a coherent narrative. In fact, such is the quality of Wallace's writing and the intrinsic interest of the passages reproduced in this book, that it is almost as compulsively readable as a biography. Von Ami's historical contribution is remarkable for several reasons. Above all, he provides convincing documentation that medical nursing efforts were firmly established centuries before the standard historical accounts. This task was particularly difficult as, unlike many medical history pursuits, the author had no ready repository from which he could shape his narrative. Nursing efforts, somewhat like those delivered at the hands of that other traditional female field of health care, midwifery, were hardly ever recorded in the ways that physicians and surgeons had long recorded their successes (or otherwise) in case histories. Thus, to secure documentation about this underresearched level of health care, the author has meticulously culled data from a number of scattered county, national, military, and medical sources. From these efforts, we have a much clearer view of the concerns that were foremost in the minds of the nursing staff. Among these concerns were the safe transportation of the wounded both to and within hospitals, the warehousing and re-supply of the most commonly used medical supplies, the control of air within the wards of permanent military hospitals, as well as the inability of port cities to accommodate, feed, and keep clean and warm the many incoming casualty patients who had been wounded in naval conflicts.
Although slightly biased due to the relative greater abundance of records about Parliamentary forces, von Arni's research has aimed to build parallel views of each side. From this we leam that despite the Parliamentarians' initial advantage over the Royalists-due to
